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ME8C BRIEFING 28 June 1858

THE 4EST GERMAN ARMS DEBATE

ie Hitterly aantﬁﬁttd aras debste in dest German Bundestag is
someéthing of an indirect rebuff to Adensuer,but,doses not
indicate his power over public opinion and the Bundeatag is

#iipping.

4, ZLoalition opposition to the poorly drafted bill ouly
roilects deep concern that Prussian type militarism
e avolded,

He Foor coordination betwesen ministries and parliament also
responsible for porr showing of coalition in the debate.

Cs Adeasuer's general popularity remsins almost at its pesk,

il. 7The debate on 27«28 June over the tewporary arms bill makes

it uncertain that Adenauer cap put any Cermans into usiform

hefore fall,

4. Bil11 suthorizes calling up 6000 volunteers for army uncleus.

5, Bundestag passed bill on first readiag but demanded
changes in text te defime more sharply ecivilian coatrol
over ITmMY.

“e Hecause the Pundentag adjourns on 18 July, litile time
ieit for chaanges so that Bundestag and Bundesrat can give
it final approwal. (Three readingse required for Bundestag
approvel,)

i1x, Lzzituﬁa of the Buadestag to!ur?s the goverument's temposnry
23?ﬂﬁ$§ﬁ3@;&ﬁﬁ;bxxa suggests trouble nii&%hy for permanent arms legialation,

3R, DEGLASSIFIED

?iﬁﬁ@fﬁjﬁ?@y Pefrdanent legislation consists of some 20 bills to be

AUTH, R 70-2
amﬁﬁl.mwjﬁkm.*ﬁ*# guring next six wonths. . 25X1
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%, Doth bouses of parlisment show dispositiea to hagwle
over terms of each hill,

vv Wuring arms debate, Adensuer was forced to promise
coalition thet several resrmament aspects would be
covered by constitutional amendments,

t. o9 strictly legal basis, resrmament per e probably

réquires ao comstitutionsl changes,

4. Une change in constitution necessary if Yest Gernany
isken over all sovereign powers granted it under iarir
acoords,

2. Adensuer probably no longer hss two-thirds constitutionnl
wijority in BPundestag dus to the increasing usrelighility
o3 the coalition Refugee Party,
e Furxther coslition difficulties oan be axpected over
renrpament legislation when Adonsver is forced to renegs
on prougses for rearmsment constitdtional swmendments,

Frogress on arms bills will be slow and large soasle esll up

of volunteers will not likely oceur uniil next spriag,

Attitude displayed by Bundestag during the debate suggests tiha t

mgny deputies want to proerastipate on sascting a conseription

#2311 untlkl after next federal slectlons in wid-1957,
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